Method: Densiometer
One person working along a primary transect (e.g. A0) collects 6 densiometer readings (for waded streams):

1) At left bankfull margin – facing the bank

2) At right bankfull margin – facing the bank

3) In the middle of the bankfull channel – facing upstream

4) In the middle of the bankfull channel – facing the left bank

5) In the middle of the bankfull channel – facing downstream

6) In the middle of the bankfull channel – facing the right bank

For rafted rivers, there is just one measurement, facing one of the banks.
Field personnel use a convex densiometer that has been taped so that 17 cross-hairs are uncovered. The densiometer is held in a level position, 0.5 m above the water surface (where wet) or above the substrate (where dry). Count how many of the 17 cross-hairs contain reflections of vegetation or other forms of shade.
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[image: image2.png]Densiometer measurement stations along a Primary Transect:
Facing left bank, facing right bank, and center of bankfull channel (facing upstream,
downstream left bank and right bank).




